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Test takers who score between 55 and 61 may have the following
strengths:

• integrate information across two utterances in order to understand an implied meaning

• understand the meaning of a variety of idioms and colloquial expressions [e.g. 'It’s probably for the
best' 'All I can say is ...']
and when listening to a short academic lecture or extended conversation to:

• understand a main idea or purpose that is explicitly stated or reinforced

• understand explicitly stated details that are reinforced or marked as important

Test takers who score between 53 and 63 may have the following
strengths:

• use suffixes and other morphemes in crafting appropriate word forms

• modify nouns by adding participles - relative clauses - appositives - etc.

• deal with multiple and less-frequent uses of common words

• understand limitations imposed by the use of specific vocabulary as with phrasal verbs such as “refer
to” in which only a particular preposition may follow a particular verb
• recognize acceptable variations in basic grammatical rules as well as exceptions to those rules

Test takers who score between 55 and 59 may have the following
strengths:

• Process information across typical academic texts to understand detailed information and major ideas
both explicitly stated and implied when texts:
– contain high-frequency academic vocabulary and typical academic discourse markers

– are on concrete topics that discuss the physical and social sciences [e.g. glacier formation moon
terrain theories of child development]
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Test takers at your level are typically able to produce intelligible speech even
thought they regularly mispronounce certain unfamiliar words and pausing for
planning and repair is evident. Stress - intonation and rhythm may be influenced
by their native language but the message can still be conveyed.

Test takers at your level have a good range of vocabulary related to familiar
everyday topics. They can express themselves on these familiar subjects using
basic grammatical structures. As topics become more unfamiliar and/or more
complex errors are more common and cause listener effort.
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